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WAKEFIELD WAY - WALK 8 
PONTEFRACT TO THORPE AUDLIN - DISTANCE 7.3 MILES (11.8KM)
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Start the walk at Pontefract Bus Station.  Turn left out of the Bus Station and walk 
down Horsefair.  Keep straight on passing Micklegate Methodist Church until you 
reach the gates of Pontefract Castle. To the right of the castle entrance a fl agged path 
descends alongside the castle grounds to join a cobbled street. Where this forks keep 
right. Cross the road with care and pass to the left of the ruined church. At the next 
main road (A645) bear left and continue on the left hand side of the road. Pass under a 
disused railway viaduct and just past the Cobblers pub bear left up Sowgate lane with 
the Fire/Police station and new Houses on the left. Bear slowly right and continue past 
Pear Tree Farm then turn right and pass under a railway line. 

When you reach the A645, turn right for 40 metres and cross carefully onto a broad 
grassy track with a hedge on the right. Follow this track/path for some considerable 
distance, past some poplar trees on the right ignoring paths to the left and right. The 
track soon bends right to join a road. 

Turn left and just after Baghill Nurseries turn right across fi elds.  Go straight ahead 
towards a group of trees on a ridge. Bear left, until the path turns into a track, descend 
down the track past Church farm towards Carleton church. Turn left for 200 metres 
and turn right down Moor Lane. Continue until the road turns into a track. Where the 
track crosses a stream, turn left with the stream on your left. The path bears right 
and a high wire fence is on the left.  At the end of the fence turn left across a track, 
continue with a fence on the left to a kissing gate. Bear left across the fi eld to another 
kissing gate. Cross the next fi eld and walk down Church Lane. 

Turn left down Darrington Road.  Where the road starts to bear 
left take a bridleway to the right, an unsurfaced track. After 
about 200 metres cross a stile by a gate on the right and follow 
the hedge on your right towards a stile in a hedge.  Cross the stile 
onto the verge of the A639. Turn left along this busy road and go 
up the hill.  After about 200 metres cross the road with care and 
take Whitegates Lane forking right.  At the entrance gate to a 
large house bear left. Follow the path and descend between two 
hedges to Rigg Lane. Cross the lane with care and follow the road 
opposite south between farm buildings. 

Go past the water works to the concrete bridge over the river 
Went. Before the bridge  turn left and follow the riverside path 
until another footbridge enables you to cross the river. A path 
leads straight ahead through the fi elds. At Thorpe Audlin, follow 
the track through the houses, cross straight over the next road 
onto a track, which leads to a main road (B6474).
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WAKEFIELD WAY - WALK 9 
THORPE AUDLIN TO SOUTH ELMSALL STATION - DISTANCE 5.3 MILES (8.5 KM)
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The walk starts at the junction of Thorpe Lane and Darning Lane, Thorpe Audlin.
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1 Walk down Darning Lane away from Thorpe Lane.  At the cross roads turn 
right (Causeway Garth Lane).   Pass Thorpe Manor on the left and when 
the road turns left keep straight on the track, signposted Upton.  The 
track turns right then left.  At the fork take the lefthand track, signposted 
Walton Wood, following the fi eld boundary.  At the trees keep straight 
on and at the next junction turn left, signed Walton Wood, following fi eld 
boundary.  Turn right at the concrete barrier, go over the stream and 
backtrack for 100m to a path.  Turn left.

5 The track meets some houses and becomes a road (Hacking 
Lane) which eventually turns left down the hill.  At the cross 
roads go straight on down Hemmings Way.  Where the 
road turns right take the footpath on the left and follow it 
downhill and over the railway.  Turn right to South Elmsall 
railway station.

3 Take the fi rst track on the left (Sheepwalk Lane) and follow it downhill to 
some houses where it becomes a lane.  Keep straight on and at fork right 
(this is the old road) near the main road A6201 Wrangbrook Lane.  Cross the 
main road onto Sleep Hill Lane and follow it going under the power lines.  
Take the next right and follow the track as it turns left.  At a water plant turn 
right and then when the fence ends, bear left (see waymarker) down some 
steps.  Follow the fence on the left and where the fence ends go over the 
stream on a small bridge.  Keep straight on going uphill between fi elds to 
the top of the hill. Continue forward towards a group of trees.

4 About 100m before you reach the group of trees ahead turn 
right (follow waymark) and go towards the righthand edge 
of a small wood about 200m ahead.  Keep the wood and 
then the fi eld boundary on your left and come to a main road 
(A638 Doncaster Rd).  Turn right (keep on the verge) and take 
the next left along Field Lane.  Take the fi rst track on the left 
and then at a crossing of tracks turn right.

The path crosses the grassy runway of Walton Wood airfi eld, note the 
windsock.  Keep straight on to Walton Wood House, continue straight on 
across two driveways with Walton Wood House boundary on the right.  
Turn left and go uphill into trees.  Bear right and go up hill onto a ridge.  
Turn right towards the tower.  
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WALKS 7-9 
Castleford to South Elmsall

THE WAKEFIELD WAY
The Wakefi eld Way is a 70 mile, waymarked walking 
route around the Wakefi eld Metropolitan District and 
covers a wide variety of landscapes.  The route is divided 
into 11 sections of varying length with start and end 
points accessible by public transport.

Sections may be split or added together to suit the 
individual walker.  The walks can be done in any order 
and in either direction but these leafl ets start at Anglers 
Country Park and follow a clockwise direction.

The use of Ordnance Survey Explorer maps is 
recommended in conjunction with the leafl ets, the map 
number is quoted on each page. 

For bus and train information contact Metro on 0113 245 
7676 between 7am and 10pm or www.wymetro.com
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Follow the Countryside Code:

•  Leave gates & property as you fi nd them
• Take your litter home
•  Keep dogs under eff ective control, on a lead near livestock – clean up 

after your dog
•  Keep to the waymarked rights of way, especially across farmland
•  Leave farm animals alone, do not feed them
• Wear suitable footwear and clothing

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England, Scotland and Wales.  Company registration 
No 4458492.  Registered Charity in England and Wales – No 1093577.  Registered offi  ce: 2nd fl oor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert 
Embankment, London SE1 7TW.  Should you encounter any problems please report these to the local authority 03458 506506

This leafl et was created in 2018

Wakefi eld Way Road

Adjoining footpath Motorway Water
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WAKEFIELD WAY - WALK 7 
CASTLEFORD TO PONTEFRACT - DISTANCE 3.59 MILES (5.76KM)
From Castleford Bus Station proceed along Albion Street, then 
right into Carlton Street. Turn right through arches in the row of 
shops (Powell Street) and walk forward along the paved way to the 
railway station to start the walk.
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Continue along the wide metalled drive (this was once the 
main entrance to the course) to emerge by traffi  c lights at 
the junction of Park Lane and the main A639 road. Cross 
the A639 dual carriageway at the pelican crossing and turn 
right over the railway line at Tanshelf Station (Pontefract Line 
trains). Turn left at Stuart Road, signed Bus Station. Turn right 
between Morrisons and Tesco supermarkets and follow the 
road to the left past Morrisons to a T-junction. Turn left and 

cross the road at traffi  c lights.  Turn left again and the 
bus station is on the right.

From Castleford Railway Station go through the underpass 
under the railway. Walk straight up the street, Beancroft 
Road, which becomes Barnes Road. Shortly after passing 
a small park on the left, the road climbs to a T-junction by 
Asda supermarket. Cross over the road ahead and turn right. 
Immediately after the level crossing at Cutsyke Junction, 
turn left along a road through industrial units.

When this road turns right, continue ahead between the 
wooden fences and bear right along the gravel path to the 
left of houses, emerging at the road by the green bridleway 
sign. Cross the road and descend the tarmac bridleway to 
the entrance to Al Storage. Here, stay on the minor road, 
with the beck on the right, passing Rose Cottage and round 
a metal barrier. Follow the path, initially with high metal 
fence on left. Keep on this main path, ignoring side paths. 
Bear right with the Motorpoint embankment on your left 
on the ascending track to cross the M62.  On the other side, 
turn left and keep left at the fork, keeping parallel to the 
motorway.

After a time, the track bends right away from the motorway, 
but shortly turns left again at a 3way waymark sign. At the 
far end of a wood, after passing through the metal barrier, 
turn sharp right on a track that follows the outside rails of 
Pontefract racecourse. Keep on this track which leads behind 
the grandstand and comes to a main access road to the 
grandstand. Here the walk turns right along a tarmac road 
(but if you cross straight over it and follow the rails you will 
reach the access road to the car park with toilets and, a little 
further on, the boating lake).
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