














It’s sixteen years since the formation of Take A
Hike and we continue to see new faces on most
walks, despite there now being several local
online groups aimed at younger walkers.

Newcomers may have seen our activity on Facebook, MeetUp, the
group website or the Ramblers site. Only time will tell whether they
turn into Ramblers members but it is encouraging to see a fairly
constant flow of younger people wanting to walk. Often they have
moved to the area for work/study or they are wanting to get out and
about following a change in circumstances. Committee members
promote the group and mention the Ramblers where possible,
encouraging people to try two or three walks before signing up.

The emergence of online non-Ramblers walking groups, together
with a plethora of online groups for any other social activity you
can possibly think of, means that it is not just the new faces we
need to be thinking about. It is important that we maintain the
interest and commitment of existing members too. When Take A
Hike began, meeting up with strangers from a group you found on
the internet was far from the everyday occurrence it is today, and
people joining tended to stick with the group as their main source
of social activity. We need to embrace the fact that many of our
members now walk/socialise and lead walks with various non-
Ramblers groups as well as Take A Hike.

So, putting aside the membership fee and the charitable objectives
of the Ramblers, what makes us different from the rest? What

is our unique selling point? Having listened recently to people
talking about their experiences in online non-Ramblers young
people’s walking and non-walking groups, I strongly believe

that what sets Take A Hike (and other Ramblers groups) apart is
the opportunity to develop real friendships and the presence of
experienced/supported walk leaders and event organisers. Flitting
between online social groups has its advantages, e.g. choice of
activity/date/meeting lots of people, but it can be difficult to
build relationships, particularly when the number of attendees is
large and there are few familiar faces from one event to the next.
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Experiences can vary too. It was interesting to hear a non-member
recently describe us as ‘professional’ in comparison to other
groups they walk with.

Take A Hike members have made, and continue to make, long-
lasting friendships while discovering new places, getting fitter,
socialising and doing something they enjoy, as well as contributing
to the Ramblers charity through their membership. I believe

the friendship aspect is partly due to the sheer number and
variety of walks/events our volunteers have traditionally offered
for members and potential members to enjoy, and 2018 is no
exception! So far this year we have seen a varied programme of
weekend walks, including stage 1-3 of the Dales Way (with a big
thank you to Colin Speakman for providing wonderful insights
and anecdotes during stage one) and train-based walks; morning/
afternoon/evening walks; a weekend in Wales; a path-survey walk;
a weekend in the Peak District; a ceilidh; a theatrical performance
with fish and chip supper and a pub crawl.

We already have a number of walks and weekends away in the
diary for the second half of the year (including the remaining
stages of the Dales Way) and more will pop up as time progresses.
One of the benefits of being an online-diary-only group is that
there is practically zero lead time. The committee co-ordinates
a small number of ‘core’ events across the year, but the content
of the diary is largely dependent on the volunteer walk leaders
and social organisers in the wider group. We are grateful to
everyone who takes the time to invent/organise a walk or

social, and the organisers are appreciative of the people who
participate! Contributions to the diary are always welcomed and
the committee can offer support if anyone needs help, perhaps
to bounce an idea off or support a first-time walk leader/social
organiser.

Do you know someone in the area aged 20s/30s/40s who might be
interested in walking with people of a similar age? Please mention
us to them and direct them to www.takeahike.org.uk

Susan Wilkinson



On Saturday 5th May I joined Harrogate group on their
‘Nidderdale Way and Gouthwaite Reservoir’ walk. We met in
Lofthouse village and walk leader Ann welcomed everyone and
proceeded to lead us through 11%4 miles of glorious countryside.
We were blessed with excellent weather and the 14 participants
had a typical Ramblers experience (excellent exercise and
conversation and views to inspire positive thoughts).

Chairman of Harrogate Ramblers Richard told me that they had
about 270 members with about 60 active walkers within that
number. He also explained that there was increasing competition
from about five other walking groups in Harrogate. The other
groups are less likely to do the campaigning work undertaken by
The Ramblers but go some way to explaining declining member
numbers. That said the people who are part of Harrogate
Ramblers make it a thriving and positive group. Also on the walk
were Secretary Jane, Walks Programme Organiser Linda and
Membership Secretary Alexis. They told me about the footpath
work undertaken by fellow group members Peter and Andrew.

There was a feeling from some on the walk that the Ramblers
provided a useful umbrella for both the campaigning work and
the regular walks programme. Some people ‘just’ want to walk
and that is important, giving as it does the opportunity to have
a break from everyday worries and concerns. If people want to
contribute to campaign work that is great, but it is important
to acknowledge the value of walking our pathways regularly for
the individuals who do it.

Walking with Harrogate

In his series touring our local groups, our roving
reporter Simon Hogg joins Harrogate Group for a
walk in Nidderdale

On that point the makeup of Saturday’s walk was, in my
experience, typical of Ramblers walks. The majority were
Harrogate group members added to by a couple of Ripon group
members and two newcomers. Those two and myself were made
to feel very welcome.

I see the walks programme as a very good opportunity, when
you have the time, to walk in a variety of locations and either
chat away with friendly people or walk in companionable
silence. Harrogate Ramblers welcome newcomers on their
mainly Saturday walks so think about giving them a try.
Simon Hogg

New signs and boardwalks on Bell House Moor

Calderdale Ramblers are very grateful to Mrs. Julia Gray, who

has provided the money for a series of boardwalks on Bell House
Moor - the home of the notorious coiners. This remote location
is an important part of many local routes and the views are well
worth the steep climb. Unfortunately many people lose their
enthusiasm when encountering the deep bogs up there. CROWS
(Community Rights of Way Service), with the help of local runners
and walkers have spent several weeks transporting timber to the
site and building boardwalks over the bogs.

On Wednesday evening 6th June an opening ceremony was held
in which Robin Tuddenham, the chief executive of Calderdale
council, celebrated Volunteer’s Week by unveiling the new finger
post, ensuring that walkers no longer get lost in a bog. The
Drifting Crows entertained the many walkers present with their
rendition of ‘Over the Boardwalk’ after which everyone adjourned
downhill to “The Robin Hood’ for refreshments. Ginny Feeney
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a2t the heartof walking

Jim Vickery reports and comments on some reactions to our keynote
features in the last issue of the West Riding Rambler

Several readers responded to the wide-ranging discussion on
falling membership numbers featured in the previous issue of
West Riding Rambler. The problem was universally recognised,
and some positive ideas put forward.

Denis Brook writes to explain that he remains a member
because of Ramblers’ campaigning. He says “I suspect that the
general public regard the RA as merely an organisation that
organises walks ... and are not aware of the back room work that
is carried out. The RA should make more noise about this work
and attract people like me: I'm sure there are many.”

He adds: “I have just browsed the recent walks list ... but apart
from one or two they all seem to be fairly low level walks....
For those who like led walks perhaps a few walks in high hills
and mountains might attract quite a few takers wanting such a
challenge.”

The first of John Poulter’s recommendations could not be more
different: “Some groups now like to do short pub walks, or to a
café; a stroll in the morning and a short stroll in the afternoon.
Do we do NHS Health walks?” His second initiative is “to look
for groups who are not likely to join at present, and adapt so
that they do.” More controversially, he adds: “The best example
of this is that large group of people who walk in the countryside
with dogs.”

Allan Friswell has another suggestion: “Perhaps WRR should
join forces with other local groups (all doubtless similarly
affected) to pool ideas and then put together a group of people
who can work together on an action plan.”

Finally, it is not too surprising that retired people, many having
fewer demands on their time, are those most likely to find

time to do some serious walking. A key aim of the Ramblers
should be to persuade those in their middle and younger years

that making time for walking benefits everyone, and that the
extra effort brings with it enhanced appreciation of access to
the countryside. Increased membership could be a natural
consequence, given effective encouragement, publicity and
action from the organisation. Jim Vickery

Wanted - a minutes
secretary

The West Riding Ramblers urgently needs an efficient

and conscientious person to help us to function — an Area
Minutes and Meetings Secretary. Not an onerous job — to
look after four Area Council meetings a year and maybe
two special councils. Booking the rooms and taking the
minutes. Arranging the AGM booking venue and lunch and
taking the Minutes.

Benefits include working with a wonderful group of
dedicated people and knowing you are part of the Area
team working to safeguard the footpaths, access and
unspoiled countryside of West Riding and supporting and
encouraging walking by people of all ages and abilities. If
you think you might be able to help or would like to discuss
it further, please contact Area Chairman Mike Church
(church_mj@yahoo.com) telephone 01924 462811.

The editorial team at West Riding Rambler always welcome
comments and new articles — send direct to
editors@ramblersyorkshire.org. We can’t promise to use everything
you send us, but every contribution will be acknowledged.
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